 Winter Challenge Rally

14 February 2009
EVENT:  The weekend will consist of two NER road Rallies.    Although no car-breaking roads will be used, the majority of the roads chosen are rural, unpaved roads, which will undoubtedly be snow and ice covered.  The rally will go no further east than Littleton, NH; no further north than St. Johnsbury, VT; no further west than Waterbury, VT; and no further south than White River Jct, VT.

The combined route of the two rallies will be approximately 220 miles, with the maximum distance between gas stops of 70 miles.  The event will start at 8 pm and finish competition around 5am; the first gas stop will occur around 10:00pm; A one hour break between the New England Winter and Vermont Winter at about midnight.  It is planned that 10 minutes will be provided for gas at each rally’s mid-point and 1 hour between rallies.
The rally is run throughout the night on remote back roads.  It is essential that you and your vehicle be prepared for backcountry winter driving.  This means good winter tires or DOT approved studs, warning triangles, shovels, and tow rope for the vehicle.  This means warm clothes, blankets, flashlights, food, and whatever else you deem important.

The Winter Challenge Rally Weekend will be broken into 2 rallies [New England & Vermont Winter] each having its own format and challenges.

New England Winter:  A TSD rally, mildly trapped, with slow to moderate speeds. This rally is part of the New England Rally Championship [NERC] and the NEDiv Series. NER Classes A [computers] and S [stock odometers].
Vermont  Winter:  A TSD Rally starting with a map section and finishing with more challenging speeds in the tradition of past Buffum rallys. The main emphasis will be on map reading skills and winter driving skills, although the route will be straightforward to those with moderate abilities.  Both driver and navigator will be well challenged. This rally is part of the New England Rally Championship [NERC] and the NEDiv Series. NER Classes A [computers] and S [stock odometers].

START/FINISH: The Winter Challenge Rally Weekend will headquarter at Day’s Inn, 173 So. Main St, Barre, VT [tel: 802-476-6678]  There are many additional lodging options in the area.

DIRECTIONS:    From I89 take Exit 6 (Rte 63).  Follow to traffic light.


       Left on Rte 14.


       Day’s Inn on left approximately one mile.
FEE SCHEDULE:  Members / non-members:

New England Winter:

$50.00 / $60.00


Vermont Winter:

$50.00 / $60.00


Combination of Rallys 
$80.00 / $90.00

RALLY CLASSES:  Class A:  Allows full rally computers




Class S:  Stock Odometer in stock location.

SCHEDULE:    Registration:

 3 pm – 6 pm

                            School

 5 pm
                           Driver’s Meeting:     7 pm (mandatory)

                           First Car Start:          7:50 pm +

                           First Car Finish:        5:30 am (approximately)

                           Awards:                     8 am (approximately)

GENERAL NOTES:


1.   This rally is by pre-registration only. No walk-ins.

2.   The rally entry is limited.


3.   Entries close [in hand with proper fee] Monday, 9 February 2009.
4.   Winter equipment is required.


5.   Start with full tank of gas (minimum of 120 miles range).


6.   Rally Generals will not be mailed (posted at www.ner.org).


7.   Rally will run regardless of weather.


8.   Course Following will be by Written Instructions and/or Map Reading.
            9.   Recommend for map reading:  Large Magnifying Glass, Scale, Dividers.


9.   Start order will be Class A then Class S by receipt of entry.
         10.    Vermont Winter:  There will be an adjustment factor between 2-wd & 4-wd.
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